When you start up George Creek it looks hopeless from the outset. However, do not be tempted to climb anything or cross to the south side of the creek. Proceed upstream favoring the north side. After about 300 feet of moderate bushwhacking, a well-used and obvious trail will gradually appear. Follow this trail (well marked with trail ducks) until the canyon narrows considerably, you reach a bend, and further obvious progress is blocked. Here, cross over to the south side of the creek and pick up a new trail. Follow this trail until you reach a waterfall in a stand of pines where progress is again blocked. Cross over to the north side to pass the obstacle and then return to the south side as soon as possible. Depending on conditions, it may be necessary to cross to the north side and back again one more time when the stream brushes up against the south wall of the canyon. After the last jump to the south side, stay there following the faint trail fairly high on the slope above the creek. This trail will cross the south fork of George Creek in a stand of pines. From there, head north and then west on to the broad plateau. Cross George Creek for the last time at a very large (12-15' high) solitary blocky boulder with black stains. Work your way up the creek to good campsites at 10,000' or 11,200'.
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Stay on the north side of the stream, never more than 50 feet above it, where there is a nice trail from road's end to the first big turn of the stream. Lots of fake trails go up the sandy slope, but if you stick near the stream you will re-discover the good one. When you get to tall cliffs in a major bend, you need to cross to the south side. The trail goes to the stream here, but you should cross 100 feet downstream where there is a big log. 
Once on the south side, you are set except for two obstacles. One is a 20 foot cliff that can be scaled with the aid of fallen limbs (which we did, dragging the packs up with an ice axe) or you can cross the stream and IMMEDIATELY cross back. If you make the mistake of staying on the north, you will pay with scratched legs. The second obstacle is where the stream brushes against a rock wall. We chose to hop the stream and come back, but you may be able to climb above this one. Stay on the south side all the way to where the stream forks, then go to the north of the north fork and stay there until you hit campsites in the 10000-11000 foot range. There are many places to dig in a tent if you don't mind snow camping. There is also a flat spot around 9000 feet, but that would make a 5000+ summit day.  It had taken 8.5 hours to pack in from 6200 to 10000, and it took 5 hours to pack out.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Cross the creek 6 times, not more, no less. At about 8,500’ cross to the north for the last time then gain the bluff to the north and stay well above the creek the rest of the way. Last water was at about 11,000. Camp at 10,000 is nice, the tent sites are snow free and dry, but a short hike to running water or you can melt snow that surrounds camp. Camp at 11,000 has about the same conditions, perhaps better water access, but less sheltered. 
Stay right/north above 10,000’ camp until you see a obvious lone, pine tree growing at 45 degree angle above a small waterfall. Move toward the tree. The thumbs should be visible above that and route finding will be easy from 11,000 on. From 11,300’ to about 13,000 is a nasty scree slope. Travel on snow (where available) or rock bands (bolder hop) where you can.
